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HMorway opposed to any Soviet pact--lorwegian Foreign
Winicter Lange has intormed (F Smbassador Bay that the
Norweglan Cabinet unanimously agresd on 8 March to re-
ject any Soviet pact along the lines of the recent proposal

to Finland, Lange added that he would seek support from
the Danich and Swedish foreign ministers, but that Norway's
determinstion is not contingent woon such support.

HBURO

Z. ALY Possibls participation in western Buropean union--
The Departraent of State has askes US Ambacsador Lunn
whether the prompt inclusion of izly in the western FBuro-
pean wnion security arrangemants would help strengthen con~
fidence of non-Communict clements in Haly and deter Soviets
irom further fifth-column action 2long the Czechoslovak

O model, The Department believes that US public opinion is

- now prepared to support strong measures and indicates that
the US intends to support the “‘western union’’ arrangements
now being considered at Brussels. The Department adds
that Bevin and Bidault share the US desire to give maximum
encouragement to Raly before the clections, but that the
five governments conferring at Brussels may well hesitate
at taking on such a heavy immediate liability,

Italian view on western Buropean union--US Embassy
Rome reports the unofficial opinion of the ftalian Under-
Secretary for Foreign Affairs that before joining any west-
ern European union, Italy would recuire a military guarantee
‘‘both sure and immediate.”’ The Halian official expressed
‘the view that Italy’s vulnerability to attack from Yugoslavia ‘
- makes such a guarantee necessary but that such an agreement
is probably beyond the power of the UK and France to offer. .

\

Communist coup predicted--Commander in Chief, US = P
Waval Forces in the BEastern Atlantic and BleditenraNean, has 0 S -
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sorwarded from a subordinate command a ‘possibly true”
report that Ttalian Communist ’ bex1
Leader Togliatti has stated he will seize control of the Gov-
ernment by & coup some time in May if the C@mmum%t

fail to win the 18 April national elections,

(018 Comment: Although CIA does not believe nh@t
the ltaliam &'“‘ommmi%s have the capabilities of carrying
out a coup similar to that in Czechoslovakia, the Commu-
nists conld launch an armed insurrection in Raly and may
do go if they fail to win the national elections.)
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